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Sir: 



This communication is in response to the Office Action mailed March 27, 2006, which 
set a one-month period for response that expires today. Claims 1-26 are pending. The Examiner 
has required restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to one of the inventions I, II, HI, and IV as set 
forth on page 2 of the Office Action. Group I (claims 1-13) is elected with traverse. 

The processes of Groups I-IV are more remarkable for their similarities than their 
differences. All of the processes are directed to the reductive alkylation of a cyclic amine and all 
are concerned with the production of an alkylated cyclic amine product free of any borane 
complexes thereof. In Group I, the starting cyclic amine is reacted with a suitable aldehyde in the 
presence of an alkylcarboxylic acid with removal of by-product water to afford an iminium salt, 
to which is added a tetrahydroborate salt to obtain the desired alkylated cyclic amine plus borane 
complexes thereof, which is treated with a Pt or Pd catalyst in the presence of an alcohol to 
provide the desired alkylated cyclic amine free of borane complexes. Group II is related to 
Group I as species to genus; i.e., Group II employs the same chemistry as Group I, but has more 
narrowly defined reactants and products. The claims of Group II could have been written to 
depend from claim 1 of Group I. 

Group in employs the same reactants as Group I (i.e., an aldehyde of Formula n, a cyclic 
amine of Formula HI, an alkylcarboxylic acid, and a tetrahydroborate salt) to obtain the same 
product as Group I (i.e, an alkylated cyclic amine of Formula I). The chemistry differs only in 
that it does not involve the use of a Pt or Pd catalyst with alcohol to remove the borane 
complexes. Group IV is related to Group in as species to genus; i.e., Group IV employs the 



USSN 10/726,091 (21191) 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



PAGE 2 



same chemistry as Group JR, but has more narrowly defined reactants and products. The claims 
of Group IV could in fact have been written to depend from claim 19 of Group HI. 

In summary, it is more logical to view Groups I to IV as aspects of the same invention 
rather than as separate inventions. 

Assuming arguendo that the inventions set forth in Groups I to IV are independent and 
distinct, there is no serious burden in conducting a search of these Groups in the same 
application. Any reasonable search of Group I would necessarily include a search of Group II, 
because Group II is embraced by Group I. A reasonable search of Group I would also include 
within its scope a search of the processes set forth in Groups HI and IV, because these processes 
have similar chemistry and employ the same reactants leading to the same product. It is much 
more inefficient to essentially repeat the same search in 4 separate applications than to do it once 
and for all in this application. The same logic obviously applies to the other groups as well; i.e., 
any reasonable search of Group II would necessarily include within its scope the processes set 
forth in Groups I, El and IV, and so forth. 

In view of the foregoing, withdrawal of the restriction requirement is requested. 
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